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The Avon & Somerset Constabulary 

Male Voice Choir
About the Choir

The choir was formed in 1971 in Taunton as the Somerset and Bath Male Voice Choir. In 1974, following amalgamation with Bristol City Constabulary and South Gloucestershire, it took the name of the new force area and has since been known as The Avon and Somerset Constabulary Male Voice Choir.  Over the years its operating base has migrated from the Old Jail at Taunton to the lecture theatre at the Constabulary Headquarters at Portishead. The choir remains representative of the constabulary with a membership consisting of serving and retired police officers, serving and retired members of the support staff,  the special constabulary and a few invited guest singers. 

The choir enjoys a high reputation for its quality of performance for which it has been awarded numerous cups and certificates at choral competitions.  No strangers to travel, we have visited all parts of the United Kingdom, Germany, Holland, France and Czechoslovakia. In Prague we took part in the International Festival of Police Music (FestPol). Travel and major concerts with other choirs and bands have produced lasting friendships and these form an important part of the choir's activities. Our aims are to share our music with the community, raise funds for local organisations and to act as ambassadors for the force.  Away from the formal concerts however there is nothing the members like better than to sing and so impromptu performances have taken place on cross channel ferries, in motorway services and in the odd pub or two.

Under the professional leadership and tuition of our musical director Alison Howell, accompanist Julie Payne and deputy accompanist Gemma Leach, the choir has developed an extensive repertoire, from classical male choral music, operatic choruses and songs of stage and film musicals to arrangements of popular songs. Our concerts are designed to entertain and contain music to suite all tastes. In 2007 the choir recorded their latest CD, “New Horizons,” which can be purchased at our concerts or through our web site.
New members to the choir are always warmly welcomed and essential to the continuation of the musical tradition that has been proudly maintained since 1971. You do not have to be an established singer and many current members were not before they joined. If you enjoy music and good company we will be pleased to hear from you. Better still why not contact us and arrange to come to a rehearsal at the lecture theatre in the training school at Police Headquarters, Portishead on a Monday evening, starting at 7:30 pm. If you are from a force other than Avon and Somerset, perhaps retired and now living in the area, and would like to join, you will also be very welcome. We do welcome some choristers without a police background. If you require more information on membership please contact the Secretary Peter Carlyon on 07887 516335 or have a look at our web site at  www.policechoir.co.uk
Our Professional Team
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Alison Howell Musical Director

Alison studied at the Royal Academy of Music and graduated with BMus (London) in 1985. She was awarded scholarships by The Countess of Munster Musical Trust and The Worshipful Company of Musicians to continue her studies with David Sanger in London and Jacques van Oortmerssen in Amsterdam. On passing FRCO in 1987 Alison won the prestigious Coventry Cathedral Recital Award for outstanding performance of the pieces.

Alison works in Bristol as a freelance musician. She was accompanist of the Avon and Somerset Constabulary Male Voice Choir for 15 years and has been their musical director in October 2005. 

Alison is organist of St John the Baptist Church, Keynsham. With the choir there she has made numerous recordings (including programmes for BBC Sunday half hour), and accompanied the choir on their tour to Paris where they gave the first liturgical performance of David Briggs’ “Messe pour Notre Dame”.

Alison is currently accompanist for UWE Singers and Chamber Choir. Recent performances with the orchestra and choir include the piano solo in Lambert’s Rio Grande and the organ solo in Saint Saen’s famous organ symphony.

Alison is in demand as an accompanist and frequently plays for choral groups, choral days and soloists in the Bristol area. Work as an accompanist has included a series of choral days for the West of England School of Church Music with Sir David Willcocks, John Rutter and Bob Chilcott.

Most recently Alison has completed an MA at Reading University for which she researched interactions between sight reading ability in young pianists and variables including motor ability, handedness, reaction times and aural imagery ability.
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Julie Payne Accompanist
Julie studied oboe at the Royal Northern College of Music (graduated in 2000) and since then has built her career around her natural musicianship and zest for life! She mainly runs education project for orchestras as well as presenting family concerts but still does a lot of oboe playing and uses her piano skills to accompany choirs.  She has been with the Avon & Somerset Constabulary Choir since 2005.

Her music education work takes her into a variety of situations and allows her to work with a diverse range of people - aging from 6 - 96 at venues including schools, hospitals, elderly care homes, special needs centres and prisons. Julie is the Education Director for the Bristol Ensemble.

Her oboe playing has taken her around the world - Germany, Italy, America and Ghana to name a few countries - and has led her to work in most major venues across the UK as well. Whilst at the RNCM, she won all available prizes for oboe playing and orchestral wind playing.

Julie also has recently been awarded an MA in Community Music and is exploring many ways of using Soundbeam in her work.

Julie plays on a Howarth XL oboe and a Loree Cor Anglais.

She lives in Bath with her husband, daughter and 2 cats...
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Gemma Leach Deputy Accompanist
Gemma studied Music at the University of Bristol, graduating with a First Class Honours degree in 2009. She then went on to complete a Postgraduate Certificate of Education before being appointed as the Assistant Director of Music at Wycliffe College, a boarding school in Gloucestershire.  

As a first-study clarinettist, Gemma has played with many renowned groups across the South West.  She won the woodwind competition of the 2005 Bristol Festival of Music, Speech and Drama, and was also appointed the 2005 Bristol City Wait by The Lord Mayor of Bristol and Master of The Guild of Guardians, which is said to be the highest honour that the City of Bristol can award a young musician chosen for their exceptional skill.  
Gemma has been Deputy Accompanist of the Avon and Somerset Constabulary Male Voice Choir since 2006, and greatly enjoys being part of their talented musical team.  She has also accompanied the New Harmony Ladies Choir on numerous occasions.
She currently lives at Wycliffe College as a member of Assistant Housestaff and thoroughly enjoys the mania of boarding school life!
